
Land use in conservation area

Perspectives from the land owner



• Owned by The Ministry of
Agriculture and Food

• Headqurters is in Namsos

• Proksimately 150 emploiers

• 60 000 km2 or 1/5 of Norway 

• 27 000 km2 are state commons







•Cabin lease
•House lease
•Cabin rentals



•Natural 
resource 
management 
and income



•Adapt land for 
common welfare
•The simplicity of 
“friluftsliv”



Recreation and 
health



Scientific research: dendroecological approach



Business and future income 
(energy, cabin site, etc)







State commons
• Farmers use of land for 

living

• Common good for farmers

• No overuse

• Practising for many hundreds of years 



• Forestry, timber, grazing land,     
hunting, fishing etc.

• First written words in the 
beginning of year 1200. (The laws 
of Frostating and Gulating and 
Magnus Lagabøtes law concerning 
land)



• Increase of timber export in 1500-1600        
(eg. London fire 1666)

• New laws from Danish Kings in 1604 and 1684 
–all land NOT privatly owned belongs to the 
King. 

• The use of natural resources increased 



• 1800-1900 overuse of the resources, 
especially the forest (deforestation)
• “Fjell-loven” og “allmenningsloven”. Estate 
borderline and frequency and amount of use



Prosperity in the 21st century WEST
The role of protected public lands

Public lands become protected, leads 
to

•Economy grows and diversifies
•Retirement and investment 
income
•Service related industries

Rural areas without protected land, 
income depends on

•Recource industries, mining, 
oil, gas, logging etc. 

Fast growth, 
income 
increases

Slow 
growth, 
low-wage

http://www.sonoraninstitute.org/�








Net immigration

Source: The government`s bureau of statistics



Source: The government`s bureau of statistics

Average gross income

Main entries from the tax forms of persons aged 17 and up





• 37% of state owned land is protected land
• No increase in bookings of cabins in rural areas
• Same people return year after year (hunting, 

fishing)



Easily accessible cabins, with surroundings good 
for a number of activities, are more often visited 
than cabins in rural areas away from the urban 
infrastructure



• Many of the activities 
that generate income 
cease when areas 
become protected
•Development in areas 
close to protected land

Innovative thoughts



Thank you!
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