
The inherent dynamics within
landscapes challenges scientists 
and land managers to secure the 
right balance of conservation and 
management measures against a 
backdrop of changing socio-
economic drivers, and a rapidly 
evolving evidence base. This inter-
disciplinary project will develop an 
evidence-based framework to
underpin the sustainable manage-
ment of both biodiversity and
cultural heritage in Norwegian
upland landscape conservation
areas (LCA). 

The project is organised into four 
inter-related work packages:

(WP1) Examine the long-term
natural and cultural variability in 
cultural LCAs in four upland regions
in Norway. Identify major driving 

How to manage
dynamic landscapes?
Towards a new framework for the management of biodiversity
and cultural heritage in upland Landscape Conservation Areas (DYLAN)

forces underpinning landscape
dynamics, and cultural and natural 
conservation objectives inherent at 
each time stage. 

(WP2) Examine the stakeholder
perspectives involved in the
management of upland landscapes 
and examine the evidence basis for 
the management of LCAs. 

(WP3) Examine the valuation of
cultural and natural heritage in
relation to land use history and
conservation philosophies in an
international perspective by a
comparative study of regions in UK 
and Norway. 

(WP4) Develop new guidelines for 
the management and conservation 
of these dynamic landscapes based 
on WP1-3.

DYLAN is supported by the Norwegian Research Council, through the 
program Norwegian environmental research towards 2015, and will be 
carried out from 2009 through 2011.

DYLAN involves researchers in archaeology & cultural history, palaeo-
ecology and biodiversity at the university museums in Oslo, Bergen, 
Trondheim and Tromsø, the Norwegian Institute for Cultural Heritage 
(NIKU) and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH).

The four study areas are:
Erdalen and Sunndalen in Jostedalsbreen National Park, Budalen
conservation area, Dividalen conservation area and National Park, 
Grimsdalen conservation area (Fig.1).

Read more about DYLAN here: www.vm.ntnu.no/dylan
E-mail: dylan@vm.ntnu.no

Many protected areas are changing due to change in land use. But which landscape do we want, and 
how should protected areas be used? The picture is from Budalen conservation area where moun-
tain summer-farming still is an important land use. 	 Photo: Kari Dahl

Primula scandinavica is one of many red-listed 
species found in semi-natural pastures and 
hay-making fields below the tree-line.

Photo: Tommy Prestø.

Fig.1. Study areas.

Deposits of pollen in cores from mires reflect 
the long-term vegetation dynamics.

Photo: Egil Aune.
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Summer-farm in Erdalen, Jostedalsbreen National Park. 	 Photo: Kari Hjelle

Excavation of an old summer-farm site in Grimsdalen. 	 Photo: Lil Gustafson
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