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Jostedalsbreen National Park

1315 km2 and one of
the largest national
parks in Norway

Established 1991, 
expanded with the
valleys Sunndalen, 
Erdalen and Bødalen 
in 1998 



Forvaltningsplan, Jostedalsbreen nasjonalpark:

Å verne eit stort, variert og verdfullt breområde med 
tilhøyrande område frå lågland til høgfjell med plante- og 
dyreliv og geologiske førekomstar i naturleg eller i det 
vesentleg naturleg tilstand
To protect a large, varied and valuable area of glacier with
surrounding areas from the lowland to the alpine region, with
plants, animals and geology in natural or nearly natural
conditions

Å verne om kulturminne og kulturlandskap 
To protect cultural monuments and cultural landscapes 



29moh

1530moh
470moh

Strong climate gradient

Lowland (July +16°C, 
1000mm yearly
precipitation)

Alpine zone: relatively cold
all year. Precipitation
increase strongly with
altitude

Bedrock: Gneiss

Erdalen: N-S 
Agriculture and summer 
farms

Sunndalen: E-W 
Low agricultural impact, 
grazing

Erdalen



Storesetra

Clusters of summer farms,
pasture surrounging the
buildings

Pollards
- elm Ulmus glabra
- rowan Sorbus aucuparia
- birch Betula pubescens

Helle, T. & Clemtsen, M. 1993 
Kulturlandskap og kulturmarkstyper i 
Stryn kommune. Kulturlandskap i Sogn 
og Fjordane. Bruk og vern. Rapport 
24. Sogn og Fjordane distriktshøyskole

Austad et al. 1993
Maintenance and conservation of the
cultural landscape in Sogn og 
Fjordane, Norway. Final report. 
Sogn og Fjordane College

ERDALEN

Vetledalsetra



Foto: Atle Nesje

SUNNDALEN

Sunndalsetra used 
for grazing – cattle, 
sheep



Erdalen:
Alm Elm Ulmus glabra NT
Brudespore Fragrant orchid Gymnadenia conopsea NT
Issoleie Glacier buttercup Beckwithia glacialis NT

Sunndalen:
Alm Elm Ulmus glabra NT
Fjellmarinøkkel Moonwort Botrychium boreale NT
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Possibilities for investigations of changes from 1983 until today



Seltuftene
House remain, probably from 
summer farm. Dates to VP, MT
Vetledalen
Cave
Charcoal, pits. Dates to MP, 
VP, 17th century
Sætreøyane
House remain
Storesetra
Cave. Dates to RP, MT
Charcoal
Cut marks?

Cave
Iron slag
Grave find. VP
Grave mound/find. LIA 
Depot find. LBA

ERDALEN

Seltuftene

Vetledalen
Sætreøyane

Storesetra

Kvamme, M. & Randers, K. 1982 
Breheimenundersøkelsene 1981. 
Arkeologiske rapporter 3. UiB



SUNNDALEN

Sunndalsetra

Valley of low human impact today

Foto: Atle Nesje



SUNNDALEN

Sunndalsetra

Erdalen

Cave
Iron slag
Cleareance
cairns
Axe VP 
Charcoal
AD 1700

x



Relationship lowland – summer farm areas

Sunndalen

Erdalen

From LN: 
Farming settlement 
Hordeum vulgare

No glacier
c. 9000 – 6000 cal BP



Vegetation history -
the link between ecology, archaeology, climate



Seltuftene

ERDALEN

Grazing from the Late Bronze Age



Seltuftene

2880 BP
YBA

Poaceae

Rumex
Asteraceae Cich

Potentilla type

Kvamme 1988



Sunndalsetra

Area around Sunndalsetra in use
from ca. AD 600-700

SUNNDALEN



Sunndalsetra
Poaceae

Microscopic charcoal

Pinus Betula

1430 BP
LIA


